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Pacing 14 1ES

he 1979 Mustang was cho-

I sen to pace the 63rd Annual
Indianapolis 500 Race on

May 27, 1979. Three “official”
Pace Cars were equipped with T-
tops and Roush-prepared motors
to be used at the track. A total of
10,478 replicas were built to be
sold through Ford dealerships
nationwide. The replicas offered
a choice of a Turbo four-cylinder
with four-speed, or a 302 V8 with

by Fritz and Sue Dowe
photos by the authors

automatic or four-speed. All Pace
Cars were equipped with Recaro
seats with special zebra-striped
inserts, flip-open removable sun-
roof, machine-turned instrument
applique, hood scoop, front air
dam, driving lights, and rear
spoiler. The options list included
tilt steering, cruise control, air
conditioning, power door locks,
rear window defroster, rear win-
dow wiper, and heavy duty bat-

tery. Special TRX rims with met-
ric Michelin tires were standard
on all replicas.

The exterior paint and striping
made the car even more unique.
Pewter paint and graphics includ-
ed red and orange striping, the
word “Mustang” along both sides
of the hood,and running horses on
the front fenders. The winged-
wheel decal on the rear quarter
panels, along with the lettering
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on the doors arrived with the car
in a kit, and could be installed by
the dealer or the new owner.

After the 1979 Indy race was
over, dealers had a hard time sell-
ing some of the Pace Cars. This
option was not popular at the
time, due to a price of almost

$3,000 over a base model
Mustang. As a result, some
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unsold examples were repainted
by dealers. It is unknown exactly
how many actual replicas are in
existence as a result of this.

Our search for a Pace Car
ended when an acquaintance
mentioned a car for sale in
Bakersfield, California. We had
found just what we were looking
for - a low mileage, V8, fully-

optioned Pace Car. The only
option not on this vehicle was the
rear window wiper, which Tom
Horne, the original owner, was
told was not available at the time
of purchase. Our car is one of
only 2,106 built with the V8/auto-
matic transmission combination,
making it one of the rarest repli-
cas. Many phone calls and letters










Mustang Club of America

April 1998 National Board of Directors

The April 14, 1998, National
Board meeting was called o order
at 7:10 p.m. by Charles Hampton,
president. Roll call showed 34
officerg and directors present.

Guests present were Vincent
M. Liska, New Jersey Shelby
Club; Geneva Smith,
Southeastern North Carolina
Mustang Club; Todd and Molly
Smith, Falls City Mustang Club;
Lynn and Donny Brown, Tara
Mustang Club; Bill and Linda
Price, Cherokee Regional
Mustang Club; Norman Demers,
Carolina Regional Mustang Club;
~ Steve Prewitt, Rick lawless, and

Keith  Hazelriggs, Central
Savannah River Area Mustang
Club; Lon Bollenbacher,
Marketing Manager, Ford Motor
Company.

A clarification was requested
about the procedure on voting for
MCA Hall of Fame nominees.
Jean Penn, Don Cox, and Larry
Kilgore were appointed to
research past National Board
. meeting minutes to determine if a
motion was approved concerning
this procedure.

Minutes of the February meet-
ing were approved with correc-
tions. Randy Church, national
treasurer, presented the financial
report. The motion was made,
seconded, and passed to approve
the financial report.

Lon Bollenbacher, Marketing
Manager, Ford Motor Company,
said the Company is committed to
developing a better relationship
with MCA. MCA is the only offi-
cially sanctioned club. Ford will
be a major sponsor of the 35th
Mustang Anniversary
Celebration. Lon stated the new
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Meeting Minutes

by Jean Penn
Nuational Secretary

Mustang will reflect ties to the
early models. - A special 35th
Anniversary model will have a
limited production of 5,000 cars.
Sales of 1998 models are up by
50%. Lon will be the keynote
speaker at the Mid-America
Shelby Meet at Tulsa, Oklahoma,
in June 1998.

Committee Reports

35th Mustang
Anniversary Celebration

Jim OQsborn, show chairman,
stated the accessory selection is
being finalized. There are cars
entered and vendor spaces sold.
Jim and all board members are
expected to work and to plan your
1999 vacation. There will be a
Saturday evening banquet with
Ford.

Museum Committee

Bill Dillard, Mustang Museum,
Inc., president, said the site selec-
tion is a slow process. The
Committee wants to make sure
they are selecting the best site.
The new Board has been elected.
Museum accessories, hats, and
shirts will soon be available for
purchase,

National Show Committee
Ricky Simmons, chairman,
announced the 1999 National
Show dates and host regional

groups:
eFebruary  26-28, 1999;
Spaceport Blastoff National

Show, Space Coast Mustang Club
eMay 28-30, 1999; Smokey
Mountain  National Show,
Tennessee Valley Mustang Club
s June 18-20, 1999; Augusta

Southern National Mustang
Celebration, Central Savannah
River Area Mustang Club

« July 9-11, 1999; Kansas City
Mustang Round Up, Vintage
Mustang Club of Kansas City.

Ricky said the first application
for the 2000 Grand National show
has been received. On future
show applications, the National
Show Committee will take a close
look at the number of MCA mem-
bers in clubs.

Regional Group Committee
Robert Smith, Regional Group
Committee member, presented
the Green Mountain Mustang

Club, Shelburne, Vermont;
Roanoke  Valley  Mustang,
Roancke, Virginia; and Mid-

Michigan Mustang Club, Vassar,
Michigan, for approval. The
motion was made to grant these
clubs regional group status. The
motion was seconded and
approved. The Mid-Florida
Mustang Club wishes fo give up
the territory of Cypress Gardens.
This was approved pending
receipt of a new map redefining
their area.

Accessory Committee

Buich Hollingsworth, chair-
man, stated the MCA accessory
line will not expand at this time
to avoid conflict with sales of 35th
Anniversary accessories. RDB
Marketing will sell accessories at
the Tucson, Arizona, National
show. Butch will keep the Board
advised of updates on accessories.

Administrative Committee

Renny Newcombe, chairman,
said the MCA office computer
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needs to be upgraded. The most
cost effective way is to replace it
with a newer, faster computer. If
the current computer can be trad-
ed in, it will be. If not, it can be
donated to a school or charity.

Membership Committee

Don Cox, chairman, reminded
board members about the mem-
bership contest. MCA members
who sponsor 10 new members will
receive a one-year free member-
ship. The top three, who sponsor
the most new members, will
receive two tickets each to the
Evening with Ford Banquet at
the 35th Anniversary and be rec-
ognized at the banguet. Don
asked when board members are
communicating with their region-
al groups to be sure they have
adequate MCA applications. Don
said the MCA town hall meeting
was well received at the
Pensacola National show and
suggested the meeting be pursued
at other National shows. It was
guggested that the town hall
meeting idea be included in the
new National Show Guideline
Booklet when published. There
will be an MCA membership table
at the New Jersey National show.

Lon Bollenbacher

1999. It was suggested perhaps
the Mustang stamp could be
introduced at  the 35th
Anniversary show.

A suggestion was made to tele-
conference MCA National Board
meetings. After discussion,
Charles Hampton appointed Don
Cox to head a committee to
research the feasibility and cost.
The committee will report its
findings at the August National
Board meeting.

Since the Dearborn National
show begins Friday after the
June Board meeting, there was
concern about Board attendance.
After a count, the June meeting
will be held at the regular date,
time, and place.

Nominating Committee

Kenny Newcombe, chairman,
requested the Board members
whose terms expire this year
advise him if they wish to run
again. An article will be in the
July Mustang Times. Kenny
agked for volunteers to serve on
the committee.

Publishing Committee
Tony Garcia, chairman, was
unable to attend due to the recent

tornado in the Atlanta area and
work commitments. Marilyn
Newcombe presenied the report.
Tony recommended printing the
membership application inserts
in a quantity for one year. This
would reduce the cost by $400.
There were 8,640 April issues of
Mustang Times printed. There
will be a color advertisement from
Ford Motor Company. :

Regional Group Liaison
Committee
Tony Gowan, chairman, sug-
gested that National Board mem-
bers set their own pace for con-
tacting their assigned regional
groups. Tony recommended .
Charles Hampton send a letter to
each regional group reminding
them that they have a National
Board member assigned to them.
With no further business, the
meeting was adjourned.

The next regularly scheduled
MCA National Board of Directors
meeting will be June 9, 1998,
7 pm. at Gwinnett Civic and
Cultural Center, 6400 Sugarloaf
Parkway, Duluth, GA 30135, -85,
Exit 42.

said Ford is explor-
ing the idea of pro-
viding new Mustang
owners a separate
mailing of Mustang
information and per-
haps an MCA appli-

- cation could e
included. It was ’
mentioned that the *

United States Postal .
Service will issue
commemorative &
stamps of the 1960s.
A 1964 1/2 Mustang .
is one of the designs
to be voted on.
Ballots will be at
post offices from May
1 through May 31.
The stamps are
scheduled for intro-
duction in June

CodeCracker™ - Classic Mustang Edition 1.0
{for IBM-compatible machines running Windows 95)

Want the information locked In your car's numbers? CodeCracker extracts it, guickly & easily!
Pick the “virtual" warranty plate to match yours, fill in the blanks, & hit “enter” for an instant translation.
You'll also get a display of production statistics, plus specific info about any special features if this car.

Here's what makes CodeCracker the best Mustang waranty decoder available:

Unlike some others decoders, CodeCracker is not fooled by cbscure or Jow-production codes.
Cur exclusive database provides you with rare & generally unknown statistics. Did you
know 5.9% of all 1971 Mustangs had limited-slip, or that 10.8% came with 3-speed transmission?
The program helps you identify rare Mustang models. ‘69-'70 Sheiby cars, ‘65 "Solid Gold"
Specials, Indianapotis Pace Car coupes, "California Specials”, NY World's Fair cars...and more,
"Plate Builder”, a helpful data reconstruction utility, alfows you to decode In reverse! lllegible,
dgamaged, or incotrect codes can be easily manipulated using Ford's original ordering guidelines.
*  Registered owners can download updates from our website, including free corrections & patches.

You get over twenty pages of context-sensitive help files for background & specific information.

Buy it on floppy disk for $33.95, postpaid, or save $6 — order through our secure sefver and you ¢an
download CodeCracker right NOW for only $27.95! Visit our website at hitp:fiwww.hobby-soft.com

y HobbySoft
P.C Box # 391, Buckeystown, MD 21717-0391

“CodeCracker” is a trademark of HobbySoft, LLC. Copyright © 1997 HobbySoft, LLC.
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Stampede to Dearborn

Division I
Co Trailered
AT 1964 1/2 - 65 Closed
Gold
Charles Turner
Dale Richeson

BT 1964 1/2 - 65 Open .

Gold
Lee Heppleston.
Silver
Brian Salyer
Nate Miller

DT 1966 Open
Gold
Kelly White
Carl Hartmann

ET 1967-68 Closed
Gold
Jae Chambers
- Ed Peggy Sargent
Silver
Vernon Elliott

FT 1967-68 Open
Gold
James Chism

GT 1969-70 Closed
Gold
Bob Masraum
Preston Morgan
Bronze
Lee Millgan

IT 1971-73 Closed
Bronze
Mark Autenrieth

JT 1971-73 Open
Gold
Frank Diebert

KT 1965-66 Shelby
Gold
Dennis Crow

LT 1967-68 Shelby
- Gold
Mike Berardi
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Winners List

Michael Yoder
John Hanson
Rodney Harrold
Ernie Moegelin

MT 1969-70 Shelby
Gold
.. Richard Berry. -
" "¢t Piotrowski

NT 1969-71 Boss All
Gold
Curt Prostrowski
Nikki Digs
Silver
Rod Dotten
Carson Anglin
Kenneth Baehm
Bronze
Julio Santiago

Division I
Concours Driven
AS 1964 1/2 - 65 Closed

Gold
Bob & Julie Peters
Marvin Sauner
Silver
" Frank Lundgren
Brian & Wendy
Sutherland
Rick Hunt
Bronze
Robert & Dorig Brittson

BS 1964 1/2 - 65 Open
Silver
Roy Curtis

CS 1966 Closed
Gold
Paul Cohen
Silver
Rick Lage

DS 1966 Open
Gold
Mike & Gloria Bazan
Seott Bouchard
Mark Murphy

ES 1967-68 Closed
Gold
Dennis & Kelly Fields
Win Keep
Sitver
Randy & Linda Francis

FS 1967-68 Open
Gold
Stanley Walz

GS 1969-70 Closed
Gold
Larry Weiss
Silver
Larry Ligenza

HS 1969-70 Open
Silver
Bery!l & Bob Neitz

I8 1971-738 Closed
Silver
Tom Borger

JS 1971-73 Open
Gold
Tim Peter
Silver
Donna Jones

KS 1965-66 Shelby
Gold
Ron Kaeser
Ken Costella

LS 1967-68 Shelby
Gold
Chester Kalinowski
Silver
Michael Hudock
Bronze
Steve Wasniewski

MS 1969-70 Shelby
Gold
Joe Timmons
Silver
Mark Wickizer

NS 1969-71 Boss All
Gold
Mark Potter
Bronze
John Oliver

Division I1
Unrestored
URA 1964 1/2 - 68 All
Gold
Robert & Mary Richard
Joe Errante
John & B. G. Skavelm
Farrel & Brenda Buis
Larry & Julie Faulker
Silver
George Baughman
Frank & Nadine Burnett
Greg Cohan
Bronze
Thomas Shattock
Keith Snyder

URB 1969%-73 All
Gold
Robert D. Relos
Paul Houseman
Seraphim Pallas
Bronze
Jeff White
Bill Githens
Kenny Newcombe
Tony Bonnano
Keith Batko

URC 1974-88 All
Gold
Elmer Bolla
Robert & Mary Richart
Seott Moen
larry Vandawalker
Tim Reese
Russ Weiss
Sandotr Piszar
Terry & Chlovena Hebert
Lee Wright
Fritz Dowe
Anthony Davidson
Jeff Selderks
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Division 111
Thoroughbred
THBA 1964 1/2 - 73 All
Gold
Tom Mynes
Wes Alford

THBE 1974-88 All
Gold
Mike Buchanan

Division IV
Street Driven
{Occagional Driver)
SDA-1 1964 1/2 - 65

 Coupe
First
Keither & Vickie Owens
Ivan & Doris Coles
Second
James Daughtery
Third
Heather A. Borgen
Nick Mauromatis

SDA-2 1966 Coupe
First
-~ Jobhn A. Gervasi
Robert Dedeluk
Second
Michael Olekski
Jeff Kruse
Third
Chris & Kurt Movingki
Richard May
-Joseph E. Lenac

SDA-3 1964 1/2 - 66
Fastback
First
Richard Gillette
Second
Doug Mather
Bob Frantz
Third
Mike Killeen

SDA-4 1964 1/2 - 65
Convertible
First
Phil Wolfe
Jack E. Dayhoff
Jim & Rita Merrick
Second
Bruno Gervasi
Third
William Monsour

Tom Smith
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SDA-5 1966 Convertible

First

Roger & Marti Darte
William E. Drozdacski

Second

Jack & Mary Wolff

John Hirtzel
Third

Chuck & Joan Brenner

SDEB-1 1967-68 Closed

First
David Rutkey
Mike Bianchi
Steve Robison

Second
Bill Norman
Third
Mark Storm

SDB-2 1967-68 Open
First
Dan Petrie
Second
Bill Kepko
Doug Jones
Third
Larry Watson
Ernie Zack
Garry Duffy

SDC-1 1969 All
First
J. Emory Harrigan
Mike Yeager
Second
Henry Cholews, Jr.
Chuck Kalish
Third
Bob Christian
Russell Porter
John Cordier

SDC-2 1970 All
First
Ed Kempa
Second
Richard Kellen
Steve Malknecht
Third
~ John Christie
John Houglman

SDD 1971-73 All
First
Brad Swanson
Second
William D. Leitch, Sr.

Third
Jeff Flowers

SDE 1974-78 All
First
Edward Gribble
Second
Michael Winter

SDF 1979-88 All
Firat
Terry McCoy
Rich Kline
Brent Ewald
Second
Jerry Ostaleuk
Joseph Greene
Third
Dave Scheek
Peter C. Pellerito

Division V
Daily Driven
DDA-1 1964 1/2 - 66
Closed
First
Anthony Alagna
Thomas & Patsy Vincent
Second
Bill Goobaker

DDA-3 1964 1/2 - 66
Convertible
First
Tricia Zimmerman
Second
Peter Moutsatson
Third
Gregory LaPorte

DDB 1967-68 All
First
John Farkis
Second
Kris Wahl

DDC 1969-70 All
First
Bill Vox
Second
Steve Gamoff

DDE 1974-78 All
First
Robert Chester

DDF 1979-87 All
First '
Robert Goward

Traci Hodges
Mark Morley
J. Kelly Payne
Second
Michael A, Huffine
Third
Alan Wright

DDG-1 1988-96
Hatchback
First
Dale & Tammy Bakken
Mike Updike
Steve & Jodi Etienne
Second
Greg Burkowski
Third
Dean V. Ricei
Brian Hoffman

DDG-2 1988-96 Coupe
First
Robert Michael
Second
Dean Gier
Third
Richard Shene

DDG-3 1988-96
Convertible
First
Ralph Corning
Carl Blackwell
Ed Liberacki
Second
Gary L. Strappazon
Jim & Lelia Voit
Third
Carl Ogden

MA 1964 1/ - 73 Street
Driven Excluding
Undercarriage
‘First
Lynwood Pendleton
Second
George Collins
Frank Abrahams
Third
Daniel Whisler
Al Marani
Harold & Karen Borgen

ME 1974-96 Sireet
Driven Excluding
Undercarriage
First
Jim Myre
Geno Mountes
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Until You’ve Tried ‘em

‘em

( j‘onversations surrounding
Mustang usually hit upon
the horsepower and brute

force of the first generation cars,

and the sleek styling and agility
of the modern-day version.

Sandwiched somewhere in

between is the widely overlooked

Mustang II. However, once the

subject of the second generation

ponies is broached, the one model
that is most easily recognized is
the 1978 King Cobra.
A 1978 dealership brochure
describes King Cobra this way -
“King Cobra. The new King of
the road! Presenting the King

Cobra. Unmistakably bold. The

ultimate in flair. A car designed

60

by Teresa T. Vickery
photos by Nancy McMillan
Photography

to rule its class. Experience the
way King Cobra exuberantly
merges in traffic. Enjoy its
superb ride and handling. The
way it corners and hugs the road.
And check out all the features of
the King Cobra option. Features
like: unique tape treatment, pin-
striping on all major areas, words
‘King Cobra’ on sides and rear
decklid spoiler; distinctive hood
scoop with emblem; unique front
air dam; color-keyed dual sport
mirrors; rear quarter flair, and
more. The King Cobra also has
all the power you want. It
includes a 5.0 litre (302 cid) 2V V8
engine, four-speed floor shift,
power front disc brakes, power

steering, raised white letter radi-
al tires, and Rallye Package
which includes extra cooling, -
heavy duty springs, adjustable
shock absorbers, rear stabilizer
bar, and dual sport mirrors.”
This package easily ranks
among the most distinctive ones
created for Mustang. The huge
snake decal on the hood undoubt-
edly left many motorists scratch-
ing their heads when the King
Cobra first hit the streets.
Equipped with the Ilargest
Mustang power plant available in
1978, the 302 cranked out a mere
139 horsepower at 3600 rpm.
However, at a time when gas
mileage figures were front and
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center, the end result of this pack-
age was respectable performance.
Jeff Pace of Piedmont, South
Carolina, appreciates that era-
appropriate performance. And he
has a great deal of respect for
those individuals who restore and
maintain the somewhat elusive
beasts. He knows firsthand just
how difficult they are to restore.
No stranger to the world of
pony cars, Jeff has owned a 1967
GTA fastback, 1968 GT convert-
ible, 1969 Mach 1, and a 1979
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Indy Pace Car
Friend and fellow
Mustang enthusiast
Shane Bryant also
owns numerous
award winning mod-
els including a brown
1978 King Cobra.
Certain that he had
found the remains of
either a Cobra II or
King Cobra in a
Greer, South
Carolina, junkyard,

Shane passed the information
along to Jeff.

The car was sitting on the
ground with no rotors or brake
drums. Also missing were the
seats, steering wheel, hatch spoil-
er, upper end caps, gas tank, jack
and spare, and windshield
wipers. Several components such
as the console, radio, fenders,
hood, and front spoiler all had a
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