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I'd DRIvE [T ANYWRERE

When North Carolina resident
David Farmer decided he wanted to
purchase an older vehicle for restora-
tion, he didn’t know exactly what type
he wanted. Of course there’s plenty
to choose from through years covering
all ranges of cost and all ranges of
restoration needs. Ultimately it was
Mustang that caught David’s eye —
the early model fastback design to be
exact.

Rather than going into this project
blind, David began talking with folks
he knew who owned Mustangs and
searched a favorite trader publication

story by Teresa T. Vickery
photos by Rod Short

for possibilities. While the search
was underway in 1991, a Mustang
restorer with 20 years of experience
under his belt was located and asked
for advice. David received a good les-
son in how to determine if a Mustang
had been wrecked, if the frame rails
were bent, and if the floor pans were
in need of replacement.

Several months and several fruit-
less phone calls passed before what
seemed to be the perfect 1966 fast-
back was located. Phone calls
throughout the day paid off when the
owner was finally reached. What
greeted David was a white
fastback adorned with blue
stripes. Turns out the owner
was planning to convert the
pony into GT 350 status. It
was obvious that there was
some work to be done, but
David tells us, “I got under the
wheel and started down the
highway. That little 289 with
the four-speed transmission
gave me such a sense of power
under me that I realized that
this was the car I wanted.”
The white fastback, sans

stripes, obtained a new owner on
January 28, 1992,

A thorough investigation at home
revealed several surprises. The
brakes were sporting new springs,
shoes, and wheel cylinders while new
rubber was found in the front suspen-
sion. Decoding of the data plate
revealed a 1966 fastback that was
built on October 22, 1965 at the San
Jose plant with a 289 2V/four-speed
combo, air conditioning, 2.80 rear
gearing, DSO 65 (Oklahoma City),
and a color code of Y. Y? It seems the
little pony originally wore a coat of
Silver Blue paint.

This brought about an entirely
new set of challenges. So it was off to
local car shows and more conversa-
tions with Mustang owners to deter-

" mine just exactly what was needed to

make the fastback worthy of concours
driven status. David entered the car
in his first MCA National in 1995. “I
entered my car in Concours Driven
and won a Bronze award because of a
very understanding judge. I was so
proud of that trophy that I became a
diehard Mustang fan. That also
made me want to do a very detailed
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job on my car from the engine to the
trunk compartment to detailing the
underneath.”

Work began in earnest with the
blue interior. Everything was taken
out, appropriate pieces painted the
correct shade of blue, and the head-
liner dyed in what may be a some-
what unorthodox manner. “The head-
liner was dyed by my son Gregory
and myself. We started this in the
winter by taping off the windows and
trim. We cranked the car up and got
it warm inside by using the heater.
We used a dye from a spray can and
the headliner looks like a new one.
We got it to dry quickly by using my
wife’s and daughter’s hair dryers!”

Ronnie Smith of Smith Paint &
Body Shop applied coats of Dupont
Centura 2000 in the correct shade of
Silver Blue to the exterior. (David
pointed out that his Silver Blue fast-
back used to be about the
only one seen at most
Nationals, but more have
started turning out.)

Detailing of the engine
compartment was next on the
list with assistance from
friend Mike Jones who just
‘happens to be a mechanic.
While the engine was out,
more surprises came to light.
“In checking the clutch, pres-
sure plate, and throw-out
bearing, we realized that
they all needed replacing.
That meant the fly wheel
needed turning along with a
new ring gear. We took it to
Don Lane’s machine shop and
found out that the flywheel
lip was cracked about five to
six inches. The oil pan was
pulled to replace the rear
main seal which revealed a
few small chunks of metal.”
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With all this other work going
on this seemed as good a time
as any to add a high perfor-
mance cam. It was at then
that the question as to the ori-
gins of the chunks of metal was
answered — the bottom of the
first cam bearing was missing.
By the time it was all said and
done, the engine was bored
0.030-over with everything
replaced except for the connecting
rods and valves.

In an effort to learn as much as
possible about the car, David contact-
ed his state department of motor
vehicles. “I noticed from one of the
titles that it had an Arizona address
which matched a receipt I found in
the glove box for a windshield
replacement. One of the North
Carolina titles had a Greensboro
address. I wrote to this address and a
in a few months received a two-page
letter from Stephen Chambers who
had owned the car and brought it to
North Carolina. Mr. Chambers pur-
chased the fastback in 1989 while sta-
tioned at Williams Air Force Base in
Mesa, Arizona.

“In his letter to me he related the
story of when he went to pick up the
car. He purchased it from the
Rentschler family in Prescott,

Arizona. When he left with the car he
turned and looked back. They were
all standing on the sidewalk crying.
He said it made him feel bad for a
while but the further he drove down
the interstate, the better he got to
feeling.”

Now after nine years of ownership,
David and his fastback have plenty of
stories to share including one from
their early days together. While visit-
ing at a friend’s house, this little pony
broke loose, rolled across the street
into another yard and hit a tree dam-
aging the rear bumper. The bumper
was easily replaced but David said it
was an “empty and sad feeling” when
he thought his car had been stolen.

“Now after all the work that has
been done on the car, I would not be
afraid to drive this ‘66 anywhere.”
And he has the gold awards to prove

it.










MOST
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Pre-Formed Molded Carpet
Available in a variety of colors, Call for details.

64-73 89.95 | 79-93 109,95
Td-T8 L 119.95 94-96 119.95
Upholstery

We offer the finest upholstery on the market. All seats are

made using the correct matenials and colors. Call for color

availability.

65-68  Std. 2 buckets ...

65-69  Std. full set wibkis.
Pony 2 buckets .
Pony full set
Mach | 2 buckets...

- Mach | full set .
Mach | 2 buckets...
Mach ['ull set .
Std, 2 buckets .
Std. full set

65-73 Trunk Mat Kits
These kits include one vinyl trunk mat, one tire cover and
one jack pac. ' Starting at 32.95

65-89 Scuff Plates

-
Includes labels.
Starting at 12.95 ea. E*TP"’""‘-‘“""#"{ i,
Screw kits tovs 5

Starting at 2.95 kit Staring at 22.95 -

65-93 Radiators
New replacement radiators, not rebuilt

" models. Designed to fit automatic or man-
ualtransmissions.  Starfing at 137.95

Repro Quarter Panels
64-66 wiea, 199,95
64-66 Conv..ea. 179.95
! 67 Cpe...ea. 269.95
Repro Fenders 67 Conv...ea. = 269.95
64-66 ....ea. 149.85 68 L.ea 27995

INDIANA
221 W. Main St., Box 30, Knightstown, IN 46148
Info Line 765-345-2131, Fax Line 800-286-4040
Toll Free 888-483-6230

Check out our NEW Mustang catalog
containing more parts and accessories
than ever before. Expanded to 236
pages, you'll find just about everything
you'll need to restore that favorite mus-
clecar! You'll enjoy the quality parts and
services offered by the original supplier
of musclecar parts and the convenience
of To-Your-Door® Parts. Give us a call
today and find out for yourself how easy
it is to order from The Paddock!

MUSCLECAR PARTS

THE PARTS ARE

FAST!

THE CATALOG IS

FREE @

Order Your FREE catalog
today. You must refer to

| OFFER MT |

65-96 Clutch Assembly Kit
Kit features all new parts and
no core is necessary. Kit

includes the cover assembly,
clutch disc and release bear-

ing.
gtaning at 98.95 kit

Black Wrinkled Valve Covers
Personalize your engine with
these awesome looking black
wrinkled valve covers. Available
for 289, 302 and 351.

139.95 pr.
More valve covers available.
Call for complete listing.

Metal Buckle
Seat Beits
Styled after original early

{not original). Call for
available colors
24.95 ea.

Bumpers
65-68 Front 89.95 ea.
69-70 Front 94.95 ea.

65-68 Rear 94.95 ea.
69-70 Rear 99.95 ea.
71-73 Rear 159.95 ea.

Disc Brake Conversion Kit

Contains every-
thing necessary to
¥ convert a produc-
1 tion drum brake
equipped car to
factory 4-piston
disc brakes.
64-93
Starting at
549.95 kit

SeSuNTS

. 800

@Copyright 2001. Prices are subject
to change without notice.

FLORIDA
12389 Belcher Road, Suite 160, Largo, FL 33773
Info Line 727-532-0911, Fax Line B88-483-6748
Toll Free 800-338-0167

belts using metal buckles e
g

We will meet or
beat any current
advertised price

on an identical s
product in this mag-
azine. Offer valid for

30 days from issue
date

65-68 Dual Exhaust Kit
Kit includes H-pipe, intermediate pipes, turbo mufflers,
tailpipes, clamps and hangers. This kit is steel, non-
aluminized. 224.95 kit

——

Pertronix Electronic
Conversion Kit

Solid state breakerless
electronic ignition sys-
tem (replaces points)
using stock distributor.
Replaces points and
condenser only.

64-73 59.95 kit

64-70 Frame Rail Kits
This kit includes 2 frame ralls and 2 rear spring shack-
le kits.  99.95 kit

/RN

Anti-Sway Bar Klts

Kit contains sway bar, all bushings and brackets and is
easily installed.

64-96 starting at 114.95 kit

Don’t see what you need in this ad or
our catalog? Check out our website
for a listing of our latest new prod-
ucts.

4284319

www.paddockparts.com

CALIFORMIA
26038 Business Center Dr., Redlands, CA 92374
Info Line 909-478-9668, Fax Line 800-254-6850
Toll Free 800-854-8532


















2001 -
A NASHVILLE ODYSSEY

MUSIC CITY NATIONAL
COOL SPRINGS GALLERIA - FRANKLIN, TN

i MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND

MAY 25-27,2001
HOSTED BY: MUSIC CITY MUSTANG CLUB

yCHEDULE OF EVENTS HOST HOTEL
'RIDAY, MAY 25 __ AmeriSuites
EGISTRATION 8AM-SPM 615-771-8900
ENDOR SETUS BAMLSEM. $70.00/Night, 3/4 mile from show site
851 40C Ben e Fi : shuttle service available
'ATURDAY, MAY 26 .
Rt L LS - Additional Hotels

AM-NOON .
gﬁ%g{s gggggg:M-NOON Baymont Inn & Suites 615-791-7700  $56.00/Night 3 miles away from show
L0, 6ils, 5 NUN(%I; ;l;htéﬁ FRY 7PM. 72 Country Inn & Suites 615-778-0321  $70.00/Night  1/8 mile from show
e " Hampton Inn & Suites 615-771-7225  $75.00/Night  1/8 mile from show
JUNDAY, MAY 27 Holiday Inn Express 888-351-5823  §69.00/Night 3 miles away from show
UDGING SAM-NOUN Marriott at Cool Springs 615-261-6100  $79.00/Night 2 miles away from show
e Ty Sleep Inn 615-376-2122  $64.00/Night 1 mile away from show

Repistration
Name: MCA# Exp. Date Phone( )}
Address: : . City: St.: Zip: Fax{__)
E-Mail : Year Color Lic.Tag# Mileage
Body Style (coupe,conv., fastback or hatchback) ' | JUDGED CLASSES

Concours Trailered
Concours Driven

Early Registration Deadiline May 15, 2001

Unrestored
Entry Fees QY Total Thoroughbred
Car Registration _ x$4500= ]S)t:iciet I?Tliilelln
MCA Member Deduction | _ x810.00<( ) ME
Deduct for Early Regisiration x$ 5.00=( ) Retired

NN

Vendor Spaces (10'x20") x$3000=__ Second Generation
Pony Corral x$20.00= g Generation 75-
: ourth Generation
Banquet Tickets x$20.00=___ Saleen
Attending Saturday Night Fish Fry (limit 2 per reg. car) Free Current Year
TOTAL-

MAIL TO: ‘Music City Mustang Club Registration Information Becky Golliver 1-270-781-1888
National Show Registration Judging Information Mike Golliver 1-270-781-1888
P. O. Box 51523 Hotel Information Rick Basshart 1-615-595-6226
Bowling Green, KY 42102 General Information Jitn Chism 1-615-446-0520

No alcohat, serosol cans, bieycles, skateboards or umbrellas will be all f an the show site. 1agree io abide by all show rules and understand that [ am solely responsible for my vehicle and merchandise. [ further agres to

releage the Mustang Club ofAmmc& the Music City Mustang Club, Cool Springs Gaileriz, Sears of Cool Spnngs and alt sponsots from Hability for persenal njury or loss o damage to property at this eveat,

Signature i ' Date






















Sixteenth Annual Regional
MUSTANG SHOW

Sponsored By PHILPOTT FORD

Saturday, May 12, 2001
Hosted and Sponsored by

et rerire— memeey

Modified MCA Judging

Popular Choice Voting PHILPOTT FORD
Car Show and Swap Meet and ShowSite
©  SHOW CLASSES . ﬁ PHILPOTT FORD
1964 1/2 - 1999 Mustang/Shelbys f ou leas f - ‘ﬁ‘;oeﬁ:n*;ﬁ:;gg

Cancours Judging
{in¢ludas Streat Driven & Daily Drivers}

2000 & 2001 Mustangs

{409) 727-1451

HOST HOTEL

and Holiday Inn/Park Central
Other Ford Powered Vehicies 2929 Jimmy Johnson Bivd.
Popular Choice Port Arthur, Texas
Student Daily Driver Judging 2 mtle;‘f;so ;?V:Hgﬁgft Al
(ages 16-21) (409) 724-5000
ENTRY FEE Mention Mustang Club for
$20.00 Per Car Discounted Rate
VENDOR SPACE o0
$15.00 per 18x20 Space
PONY CORRAL Mail Payment and For More Information Call:
$10.00 per “For Sale Car" Registration tO: Rodney Breaux
Childrens Plastic Mode! Car Contest ' (409) 755-1470
All Entries will be judged on SETMC Chris Cormier
age and workmanshi i o
| P Cé 39530_?“'9 Blr_eaux (409) 246-4081
SHOW INFORMATION e Bob Davenport
www.setexasmustangeiub.org Lumberton, Texas 77657 (409) 727-1052

SEE MAP ON BACK FOR MOTEL, SHOW LOCATION & MORE INFORMATION

REGISTRATION (PLEASE PRINT)

Name: - MCA i Exp. Date:
Address: City: ' State/Zip:
Car #1: Year: Serial # ' Color:
IF YOU ARE REGISTEHRING 2 CARS OR MQORE, LIST THEM ON BACK SIDE OF THIS FORM
Car Registration . {520 each) Div.: Car Classes Car#1  Car 42
Vendor Space ($15e€achy . . OATH: I Concours {trailered)
Pony Corral ($10each)e— | LET ME WIN; [}  Concours {driven) —
Special Interest ($20eachy_____ .| ~ BUTIF H :“m‘;’ﬂd -
Popular Vote Only - Stroet Iivan_ © -
Student Class ($20 each) | CANNOT W Dally Drivar —_—
- Ages16te 21 LET ME V  Ratired (No Cost) o
Children's Modsl Car Contest  {FREE) B8E BRAVE [V @2ndGeneraion 74-78 ...
. Ages 6t 12 IN THE VIl 3d Gengration 72-93 —_
TOTAL ENCLOSED VIl 4th Generation 84-98
ATTEMPT IX Saleen
MAIL PAYM ENT AND X Current Year G0 - 01 PR
" {populer vole only) ’
REGISTRATION TO: Southeast Texas Mustang Club X|  Special Interest
¢/o Bonnie Breaux Lty
Xl Modified —
9493 Truax Lane

Lumberton, Texas 77657

Your Local Club Affitlation:

1 agree 10 abice by the ks o tha show §nd uiceesiand that | am sclaly responsibls lor my car and merchandisa. | agras 1o ralease irom Uability, Tha Mustang Club of Amanca (MCA}, Southeast Yaxas
Hhustang Glub, PRikpott Ford for wmy damags, ihiry, s of siclen marchandies lrom thia evenl. }

Signature ; : Date : Phone
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"Brad and Lee's Ford Parts"
Limited Edition @50 181 %2014 on 22" % 78 stock

$80.00

(Plus $7.00 Shipping U.S., Ohio Residents add 6% Sales Tax]
The newest limited edition print release by automotive artist David Snyder is "Brad
and lee's Ford Parts’.  Each print is inspected, signed and numbered and measures
18" x 261/2" on high quality acid free stock trimmed to 22" x 28"

This limited edition print is a great addition to any den or office wall. David Snyder
is known for historical accuracy and fidelity of detail, "Brod and lee's Ford Parts” is
no exception. To order this colorful detailed print send a check or money order to
the address below; Visa or Mastercard orders will be accepted over the phone.

59] 3 -9722E- 9(?_08 |
Fos Amytime 513 + 722 » 9698
CarArt « 1755 Cottontail Drive « Milford, Ohio 45150




J.C. Taylor Antique Auto Insurance Information Sheet

Underwritten by Maryland Casuaity Company (A member of the worldwide Zurich Insurance Group)
with offices and ctaim facilities in principal U.S. cities.

1(800) 345-8290 (610) 853-1300

Applicant Date of Birth Occupation
Address : Zip
) Phone Number { )

. Operator License Number Nurnber of Antique Autos owned
List all losses in past three years and moving violations—antique and modern cars. {Date-Cause-Paymernt.)

-k

=

Total Annual Mi‘leage: Club Functions Other Purposes
Name of antique or car ¢lub to which you belong
List modern cars used for daily transportation (owned) __ (or company cars)
Where are cars garaged? Under one roof? Construction of garage—brick-frame-fire resistive

o m R w

i

Has rated horsepower or other specifications been changed? Yes No If yes, explain:

The following coverages are available. Indicate those desired by placing "X" in proper boxes.
Liability ($100,000 single limit} Bodily Injury and Property Damage. Annual Rates: 1st car $15.00, 2nd $10.00, 3rd $5.00
Uninsured/Underinsured Motorist—Rates as required by your State. Car 1 § Car2§ Car3$
- Liabtlity ($300,000 single limit) Bodily Injury and Property Damage. Annual Rates: 1st car $20.00, 2nd $14.00, 3rd $8.00
Medical Payments of $1,000.: 1st car $4.00, 2nd car $3.00, 3rd car $2.00. Unitsin excess of 3, NO CHARGE
. Physical Damage

Physical Damage (Comprehensive Includes Fire and Thefty—Annual Rate— $0.35 per $100 of insurance for each vehicle.
NO DEDUCTIBLE. Vehicles 25 yrs. or older. _
Physical Damage (Collision)—Annual Rate—$0.35 per $100 of insurance for each vehicle. NO DEDUCTIBLE.
Vehicles 25 yrs. or older.

{Note—Collisfon is not written as a singular coverage but is available with Comprehensive.)
Physical Damage (Compréhensive Includes Fire and Theft)—Annual Rate—$0.70 per $100 of insurance for each
vehicle. NO DEDUCTIBLE. Vehicles less than 25 yrs.
Physical Damage (Collision)—Annual Rate—$0.70 per $100 of amount of insurance for each vehicle.
NO DEDUCTIBLE. Vehicles less than 25 yrs.
9. Date this coverage is to be effective ___ Policy Minimum Premium $50.00

O O 0O 0 O0ocg e

_ ANTIQUE AUTOS TO BE INSURED :
We Require: 1. PHOTO of all vehicles listed 2. APPRAISAL for each vehicle valued at $20,000 or over

_ Body Type V.LN. (Vehicle 1.D. Number) Present Valuation
Year Make Series or Model Serial or Motor Number (Amount of Insurance)

ol S

Use saparata sheet for additlonal cars to be insurad,
An application may be forwarded to you for additional information.

My vehlcle(s) will be used mainly in exhibitions, club activities, parades and other functions of public interest and wlll not
be used primarily for the transportation of passengers or goods. .
I you are a resident of FL, PA, or NJ, send copy of regular car policy. [noT avaiLsBLE At STATES. |

Signature: __ Date:

Note: Your insurance will become effective upon payment of the entire premium, acceptance of the risk and
_compliance with all state specific laws and regulations. Please sign and forward with your remittance, payable to:

2\ J.C. TAYLOR ANTIQUE AUTO INSURANCE AGENCY, INC.

N ¥ _ 320 South 69th Street » Upper Darby, Pennsylvania 18082 :
L : web site: www . jctaylor.com '

— — — — —— —— —— — — . — . WAST N (et AVOet Wit AN TN Sk Skt At A b e — — — —— et Triviy AL E— — — — — — — — — — —— —— — — — —
ra
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Installing New Ripper Shifter is a Breeze

story & photos by Rod Short

While Mustang muscle cars are certainly well
equipped from the factory, performance driving
sometimes requires parts that are better than stock.
Maybe that’'s why the Ford Racing Performance
Parts catalog is so popular with so many Mustang
aficionados. One of the products in that catalog
you'll appreciate every time you’re behind the wheel
is B & M’s M-7210-L Ripper shifter for five- and six-
speed manual transmissions.

As we discussed briefly in a previous article,
shifters for 5.0L. Mustangs went through a number
of changes during the ‘80s and ‘90s. The 1983 5.0
Mustang had a long-throw shifter from the factory
that was replaced two years later with a unit that
required noticeably less effort when running
through the gears. In 1990, Ford returned to the
long throw T-5 shifter which was carried over into
the SN95 model run in 1994.

Over the years, many owners have complained
about the sloppy, spongy feel of the factory three-
piece shifter which seemed to worsen with age.
Much of that is attributed to the isolation block
which connects with two bolts. Designed to help
reduce vibrations, the insulator bushings on these
units can often deteriorate over time and loosen
which is why many parts houses offer replacement

1) This side-by-side comparison of the stock T-5
shifter (left) and the B & M shifter shows how
much more substantial the Ripper unit is.
Although our ‘89 Mustang already came with a
short-throw factory shifter, we really liked the
solid feel of the B & M unit.

28

stainless steel bushings for the T-5.

In the case of our 159,000-mile LX coupe, we
decided to go with the Ripper shifter that’s featured
in the 2001 FRP catalog. Designed as a direct
replacement for all 1983-98 Mustangs with the Borg
Warner T-4, T-5, or T-45 manual transmission, this -
shifter comes with a number of features such as a
solid hillet steel stick, heavy duty aluminum base,
and a limited lifetime warranty. More important,
however, are the shorter strokes and the adjustable
stops which can prevent you from bending or break-
ing the shift fork under hard acceleration.

Although a job like this might seem a bit scary to
some novices, it really is a breeze. The first step is
to simply unscrew the shifter knob and put it aside.
The new shifter doesn’t come with a knob, so you'll
need to re-install the used one or select another
knob with M12-1.75 threads. Carefully pry the hard
plastic cover plate which secures the leather boot
from the console being careful not to break any of
the plastic clips needed for reassembly. Then,
unbolt the upper part of the stick from the lower
portion of the shifter.

What you’ll see is a stamped steel plate and lower
boot assembly which can be removed with four bolts.
Unfortunately, it’s not as easy as it sounds due to the

2) Although we removed the console for photo-
graphic purposes, this is what you'll pretty much
see after removal of the shifter knob, boot assem-
bly, and upper stick. B & M includes a new
lower boot with their shifter which we needed
since our old one was torn.

Mustang Times



3) This is what you'll see once the top cover and
lower rubber boot are gone. The bottom part of the
shifter is sealed with RTV silicone, so you will have
to gently pry this off after you've removed the four
bolts on each side of the shifter.

restricted access you'll have with the console in place.
In the accompanying photos, we removed the console
in order for our readers to have a better view. Doing
this with the console still in the car is possible, but it’s
going to take a little patience and swearing.

With this out, remove the four bolts that secure the
bottom part of the
shifter to the trans-

you install the shifter. Adjustments can be made
rather easily with an Allen key and box wrench.

Run a bead of new RTV silicone along the top sur-
face perimeter of the transmission, allow time for
this to skin over, and then mount the Ripper using
the new M8-1.25 x 25mm socket head bolts instead
of the old stock bolts. Install the new lower boot
with the retaining ring provided and reverse the
procedures above to finish the installation.

If a stock appearance is important, you'll be
pleased to know that virtually no one will be aware
of the switch as the stock shift knob and original
leather boot will hide every trace of the non-stock
unit. Another worthwhile point is that while you
can order this M-7210-L shifter from any Ford deal-
ership, you may also get the same unit from any
number of aftermarket supply houses under B & M
part number 45050.

mission. Pry the
cover loose carefully
with a flat-bladed
screwdriver. RTV sil-
icone is used as a seal-
er between the two, so
it shouldn’t take
much effort. Just be
patient and take your
time. Once done,
carefully scrape away
all of the old sealer
and inspect the plastic
bushing for signs of
* damage or wear.
After you get to
this point, it's all
down hill from here.
Each B & M Ripper
comes with stop
screws that can be
adjusted to limit the
amount of shifter
travel to your own
particular tastes.
Follow the manufac-
turer’s instructions
as youll want to
approximate the
stock pattern before

April 2001

4) Before installing the B & M shifter, we
ran a bead of silicone and allowed it to
skin over for a few minutes. Use this
time to check out the cup-shaped plastic
bushing the ball-shaped end of the
shifter bottom will slip into. Replace the
bushing if you see any signs of cracking,
wear, or damage.

5) Here’s how everything looked once
the shifter was back in. We decided to
re-install the console at this point when
we recalized that the one-piece Ripper
handle would make it more difficult to

do this after instellation was completed
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So0, you want te trace your car’s
history? Sounds simple enough, but
ag they say “it’s easy when you don’t
know how!”

Researching a car’s past is a slow
process that often leads to frustrating

dead ends. Sometimes the break-
throughs come quickly, sometimes
painfully slow. But when you find the
missing link, the satisfaction is
unbeatable. I've had mixed regults
researching the history of cars over
the years. Here are some of the tricks
and lessons I've learned along the way.
The natural starting point would
seem to be the original selling dealer-
ship. Unfortunately, even with the
dealership name in hand you may
find that it is no lenger in business or
has changed hands or been renamed
_several times. Plus, if you do locate
the proper dealership, it is doubtful
that they will have any records or
personnel available from the time
period you seek. Remember, these
folks are in the business of selling
new cars and may not be particular-
ly interested in your old car.
Probably the best way to obtain
ownership history is to contact the
state department of motor vehicles.
Patience is the key here. '
Start with the current state of
record DMV and work the title back-
wards. There is usually a minor
research fee associated with this ser-
vice. Remember that this is a tortur-
ous path that can often lead to a dead
end. Many states keep records for
only a fixed length of time. As these
vehicles become older and older,
microfiche and paper records are con-
" tinually being destroved. Most DMVs
have switched over to computer sys-
tems making microfiche and paper
records harder to dig up.
~ States vary widely in their inter-
pretation of the privacy act so DMVs
are by no means consistent with the
degree of information they will pro-
vide. If you're lucky, youw'll get copies
of old applications/titles. If you're
not, you may only get a name. In any
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by «Joe Sikora

case you certainly will not get a tele-
phone number, Once you have com-
pleted the process in one state, move
on to the next and start over.

Despite all this research, it may be
next to impossible to determine all the
true owners of your car. The DMV
tracks only registered owners and
through the years, the car’s title may
have unofficially changed hands a few
times, Often cars are traded from one
dealer to another without record. Also,
a prior owner may never have retitled
the vehicle in his name. If the prior
owner was in the military, veteran
organizations keep excellent records of
their whereabouts.

Don’t forget about a relative,
friend or helpful club member who
may live in the area you are research-
ing. Internet chat groups are a great
regsource nowadays. Private investi-
gators are another source, but detec-
tive work is expensive. These profes-
sionals have numerous tricks and are
privy to information that most of us
gimply can not get. With the cost of
long distance phone ealls and a possi-
ble cross-country trip or twe, profes-
sional investigators my even end up
cheaper in the long run! If there is a
possibility that a previdus owner is
dead, a call to the social security
office will confirm this.

Onee your research has revealed a
list of names, phone numbers and/or
addresses must be acquired.
Although the Internet has made
phone number/e-mail searches much
easier, I've made hundreds of phone
calls to people with the same name as
previous owners. Consider contact-
ing other people with the same last
name in the particular town as they
are often relatives or children of the
person you seek. '

Unlisted phone numbers pose a
completely different problem. If you
have an address but no number, a call
to the phone company will let you
know if there is a number for that
person at the same address even if it
is unlisted. You can request that the

operator make a call to the unlisted
number for you agking that the per-
gon call you back collect, If the per-
son responds, you will have a perma-
nent record of the phone number on .
your phone bill, _

Letters are a lagt ditch effort, but
gometimes a letter can be forwarded
to the previous owner’s new address.
Sending a letter certified/return
receipt requested gives the letter the -
priority status you; may need to
encourage the recipient to respond.
Keep the letter simple but include
pertinent information. To encourage
a response, include a simple yes/no
questionnaire and a self-addressed,
stamped envelope. Also be sure to
include your phone number and
reguest that you he called collect.

I have found that most folks are
very helpful and seein fascinated that
I'm going to all this trouble for an old
car. Af the same time, however, many
people are jaded with telephone solic-
itations so don’t waste their time.
Keep your introduction short and to
the point, Write down a plausible
introduction and use it each time you
make a call. Be upbeat and don't for-
get to properly thank the person for
their time and help even if the call
was of little use to yon.

Every previous owner I have been
able to contact has been more than .
happy to talk about their old car. Be
patient — you’re asking details about
a car that they owned a long time ago.
A few specific questions are accept-
able, but try not to steer the conver-
gation too much. People tend to
remember generalities rather than
gpecifics. Try to ask questions that
will just let the person talk — you
never know what will come out. Ifthe
person is open to future contact,
arrange to call again in a couple of
weeks, Now that you have jogged
their memory, additional details. will
probably come to mind. Be sure to
give them your phone number in case
any interesting thoughts come to
mind before your next scheduled call.
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Don’t be disappointed if you can’t
complete the entire title history of
your car. No amount of creativity can
retrieve information that no longer
exigts. Be proud of what you are able
to accomtplish, not disappointed by
what you are unable to complete.
Most of all, enjoy the adventure,

We believe the following information to
be correct; however, bear in mind that area
codes are changed freguently.

Alabama

Department of Revenue
Motor Vehicle Division

Title Section

P.O. Box 327640
Montgomery, AL 36162-7640
(205) 242-9000

Alaska

Department of Public Safety
Motor Vehicle Division

21564 E. Dowling Rd.
Anchorage, AK 99507

(907) 563-5589

Arizona

Department of ’I‘ransportatlon
Motor Vehicle Division

1801 W, Jefferson St.

Phoenix, AZ 85007

(602) 255-0072 or (602) 255-7427

Arkansas

Dept. of Finance a.nd Administration
Motor Vehicle Division

Joel Y. Ledbetter Bldg.

7th and Wolfe Sts.

Little Rock, AR 72203

(501) 682-2333

California

Department of Motor Vehicles
F.O. Box 942869

Sacramento, CA 94269-0001
(918) 657-7669

Colorado

Department of Revenue
Motar Vehicle Division
140 W. Sixth St.
Denver, CO 80204
(303) 572-5607

Connecticut

Department of Motor Vehicles
60 State St.

Wethersfield, CT 06109

(203) 566-4710

Delaware

Title Supervisor, Motor Vehicle Admin,
Public Bafety Bldg.

P.O. Box 698

Dover, DE 19303

(302) 739-4459 or (302) 739-2602 (fax)

Distriet of Columbia
Department of Public Works
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Burean of Motor Vehicle Services
301 C St. NW .
Washington, DC 20001

(202) 727-6680

Florida

Division of Motor Vehicles
Bureau of Titles & Registrations
Neil Kirkman Bldg,

Tallahassee, F1. 32309

(904) 488-3881

Georgia

Department of Revenue

Motor Vehicle Division

Atlanta, GA 30334

(404) 362-6440 or (404) 362-6500

Hawaii

Department of Finance

Div. of Motor Vehicle & Licensing
City & County of Honolulu

P.O. Box 30330

Honolulu, HI 96826-0330

(808) 973-2700

Ydaho

Transportation Department
3311 W. State St.

PO. Box 7129

Boise, ID 83707-1129

{208) 334-8663

Nlinois

Secretary of State

Vehicle Services Department
Howlett Bldg.

Springfield, IL 62756

{217) 782-0594

Indisna

Bureau of Moter Vehicles

Room 440N

Indiana Government Center North
Indianapolis, IN 46204

(317) 282-2795 or (317) 232-2860

Iowa

Department of Transportation
Office of Vehicle Registration
Park Fair Mall

100 Euclid Ave.

Des Moines, 1A 50308

(515) 237-3110

Kansag
Department of Revenue
Division of Motor Vehicles

Robert B. Docking State Office Bldg.

Topeka, KS 66626
(918) 296-3621

Kentucky

Department of Transportation
New State Office Bldg.
Frankfort, KY 50622

{502) 564-56301

Louisiana

Department of Public Safety
Office of Motor Vehmles

PO. Box 64886

109 South Foster Dr.

Baton Rouge, LA 70896

(504) 925-6146 or (504) 342-4439

Maine

Department of State

Motor Vehicle Division

Augusta, ME 04333

(207) 287-8556 or (207) 287-6304 (fax)

Maryland

Motor Vehicle Admmlst.ratlon
6601 Ritchie Hwy. NE -
Glen Burnje, MD 21062
(410) 768-7000

Massachusetts

Registry of Motor Vehicles

100 Nashua S¢.

Boston, MA 02114

(617) 727-8700 or (617) 351-4500

Michigan

Departmerit of State

Burean of Driver & Vehicle Records
Lansing, MI 48915

(517) 322-1166 ox (617) 322-5458 (fax)

Minnesota

Department of Public Safety
Driver & Vehicle Services
Transportation Bldg.

395 John Ireland Blvd.

St. Paul, MN 55156

(612) 298-8911

Mississippi

Office of State Tax Commission
Tithng Division

Woolfolk Bldg.

Jackson, MS 39215

(601) 359-1125

Missouri

Department of Revenue

Motor Vehicle Bureau

Harry 8. Truman Bldg.

P.O, Box 100

Jefferson City, MO 65105-0100
(314} 751-4509

Montana

Title & Regiztration Bureaun
925 Main St.

Deer Lodge, MT 59722
(408) 846-1423

Nebraska . I
Depart of Motor Vehicles

P.O. Box 94789

Lincoln, NE 68509

(402) 471-3918

Nevada

Department of Motor Vehicles &
Public Safety

Registration Division

555 Wright Way

Carson City, NV 89711

(702) 687-5373 or (702) 687-3920 (fax)

New Hampshire
Department of Safety
Division of Motor Vehicles )
{Continued page 62)
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Mustang II owners are quick to
point out that if it were not for the sec-
ond generation ponies, there would be
no Mustangs today. No Fox-chassis
Mustangs, no 5.0 Mustangs, no SN95
Mustangs, nothing. The missing link
that would continue the pony car leg-
end for Ford was the Mustang II.

Our Mustang II was delivered to
Sloan Motors Ford in April 1978,
Covered in Bright Red paint with
white wheels and red vinyl and
checkered cloth interior, the little
Mustang instantly grabbed the atten-
tion of every passerby.

Our daughter, Sandy, was six
years old when my wife, Joan, buck-
led her in for trips around our West
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Chester, Pennsylvania, neighbor-
hood. But this Mustang was treated
specially from the first day we tucked
it into the garage. Its wiper blades
rarely felt bad weather and trying to
mush through snow was out of the
question. It was a fair weather
Mustang much to our delight.

Powered by a 302, the V8’s muscle
is linked to the rear wheels with a
four-speed transmission. Front and
rear sway bars make fun of tight,
twisting turns that straighten out
after being laughed at by the gas-
filled shocks. Make no mistake —
this Mustang II is all sports car.

The power rack and pinion steer-
ing is turned by a leather-wrapped
steering wheel — one
advantage of ordering
the Rally package.
Inside are contoured
bucket seats, a full com-
plement of gauges, and a
folddown rear seat.

When Sandy took to
the road in 1988, she
could hardly wait to
drive “her” Mustang.

She quickly dubbed it the Red Baron
and they headed out for new adven-
tures.

Not every road was without its
bumps, however. I hit a deer, Joan
was hit by a driver making an illegal
turn, and Sandy hit a tree learning to
drive. All three bumps were fixed and
the Baron kept on going.

A King Cobra front air dam has
been installed and the sun-faded car-
pet has been replaced. The odometer
is showing just over 58,000 miles and
it’s still a pleasure to drive. We often
take the Baron to car shows and
cruise nights where at least once a
night we hear, “I used to have one of
these Mustangs.”
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Bob Hill of Clovis, New Mexico,
enjoys the power of Ford's big block
engines. Throw in a little of the
unusual and he’s even happier. Bob
was anxiously waiting for his 429 SCJ-
equipped 1970 Ranchero to receive a
top-notch paint job so he could com-
plete his project and hit the show cir-
cuit. Unfortunately, problems kept the
Ranchero out of the paint booth and
after six years of waiting, Bob finally
retrieved his unpainted truck.

Aware of Bob’s dilemma, good friend
Gerald Fisher passed along informa-
tion about a beautiful Candyapple Red
1969 Mach 1 that was outfitted with a
428 Cobra Jet engine. Although Bob
really wanted a Shelby if he were to
venture into the Mustang world, he
agreed to look at Gerald’s find which
was located in a shop in Albuquerque.
Thoughts of a Shelby were put on the
back burner and a deal was quickly
made for the Mach 1. While Bob
enjoyed a three-week vacation, shop
owner Ernie Blumenthal finished up
the restoration of the pony.

Although the car was in excellent
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story by Teresa T. Vickery
photo by Bob Hill

condition, there were a few odds and
ends that were not correct. A Bronze
award at the 1997 MCA Grand
National in Mustang, Oklahoma,
helped Bob pinpoint additional areas
that needed attention. The expertise
of Kerry Hubbell of Clovis was sought
out. Having already restored several
Gold winners, Bob knew his car
would be in good hands.

The engine, transmission, gas
tank and lines, suspension, and rear
end were pulled for detailing. Since
the 428 had been rebuilt in 1995 by
Doug Anderson of Automotive
Machine Service, only cosmetic work
was needed. Bob’s job was to scrape
and clean the undercarriage which
had not been touched. Ultimately, he
spent 135 hours scraping off years of
road dirt and gunk.

To make sure those little details
were not overlooked, Kerry made
notes as to the color and location of
markings that were found.

Dave Woolsey of Dave’s Coachcraft
in Clovis was enlisted to prime the
engine compartment, paint the

underside of the hood which had been
damaged by battery acid, and paint
the door jambs to match the nearly-
new exterior paint.

Correct components that were
located and installed included an
NOS smog system, fan and clutch,
snorkel, S-tube, heat shield, etc.
However, installation of the correct
items revealed a new problem. The
fan would not clear the fan shroud. It
was determined that incorrect motor
mounts were the problem. Bob dis-
covered from previous owner Ernie
that the Mach’s 428 had been
installed in a Boss 302 and a 351
placed in the Mach. Ernie purchased
the Boss along with the Mach to
make sure he had the correct engine.

All of the time and effort that went
into returning this SportsRoof to its
glory days has been well worth it.
Gold and first place awards are the
norm these days.

Work is still ongoing with the 1970
Ranchero and a 1967 Shelby GT 500
has been added to the brood. Big blocks
are just a way of life for some.
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We don'tjust
ship your

by our readers, several were very

Y rts sources recommended
ighly rated, and one practically blew everything else out

we launch ’em.

1-3 Days, our store to your door.

of the water... that one was National Parts Depot.” 1998 Classic Auto Restorer reader survey.

Our Newest launch pad.
NPD'’s new Ocala, Florida headquarters adds
an additional 160,000 square feet in our drive
to stock everything you need for your Mus-
tang. All together, our four warehouse-stores
house, by far, the nation’s most comprehen-
sive inventory of classic Mustang parts.

Add the rich look of Burlwood, Rosewood

or carbon fiber to your interior. Laser cut fora |

precision-fit to your original dash bezel & glove
box door face.

swong oM (XL KD
adhesive as-
sures a Very

strong bond.
Kits from $99.95

Xenon 55 watt headlight bulbs
80% more on-the-road light and a 30%
wider beam pattern than standard
halogens. $14.95/ea.
Halogen SuperBright bulbs  fig
Get 833% brighter running and §
334% brighter braking! ¢
$10.00/ ea. ( replaces 1157 buib)

High Efficiency radiators

Specially designed 3-row units,
10-15% more efficient than most
“Desert” radiators. More com-
pact design, with OE-style tanks.

67 thru 70. From $199.95

Ocg QHia

Florida 800-874-7595 « Michigan

Local 352-861-8700 » 900 SW 38th Ave. Local 734-591-1956 + 12784 Currie Ct.

| Concours Reproduction Dash Pads
. prices or suffer the

Now available to fit all V8s for |

Monster Grille Deal

New Ford 69 & 73 Mach 1 grilles at nearly 50% off!
69 $89.95
73Mach1 §
$69.95

(X

Cruiser Console
The sequel to the S
Saddle and Hump
Hugger console is
now available! Full-
length console features padded arm rest with large
fully lined storage compartment, 2 large cup
holders, coin tray, cell phone clip and optional
shift boot. Fits 65-73 cars w/o console, 65-67 with
console. $179.95. (Factory matched vinyls)

The Leader in Reproduction Sheet Metal

NPD stocks the
largest inven-
tory of quality
imported body

i panels, at the

lowest overall prices.

65-66 5 colors $149.% ¢ 67-68 $179.% » 71-73 §158.*

US-Made Reproduction Fuel Tanks
No need to pay OE

risks of salvage-yard §
tanks. These quality
American repros |
are a great value. !

65-68 w /0 drain $99.95 * 65-68 w/drain $119.95

| 69 & 70 w/drain $149.95 * 71-73 (photo) $149.95

4 Fully-stocked stores! Order toll-

In the area? Visit any of our warehouse stores-7 days a week:

ee, 24-hrs/7-days

on-Fri 8am-9pm; Sat-Sun 8am-5pm.
FERUFEE o

Now have power brakes with drum or disc!
Booster kits for appli-
cations from 65-70,

including =
65-66 with disc and
dual master cylinders!
Booster kits start at $249.95.

Worlds Finest Repro Bumpers

65-68 FT or RR $77.95; 69-70 FT or RR $84.95;
71-72 FT chrome $159.95; 71-73 RR $159.95

+ Industry-leading 97% initial order-fill rate.

v Average 1-3 day delivery to most of the USA!

v World's largest 65-73 Mustang parts inventory.

+ Largest selection of MCA-approved/ concours
parts, including hard-to-find details!

v Four fully-stocked warehouse-stores.

v Low overall prices, industry-leading quality.

¢ Low overall shipping rates!

+ FREE UPS shipping on orders over $300.
Copyright © 2000 by National Parts Depo

Free Catalog
Phone 352-378-9000
24-hrs/7-days,

or visit us on the web:
www.npdlink.com

INATIONAL PARTS DEPOT

800-521-6104 » Cafifornia 800-235-3445  North Carolina 800-368-6451

Local 805-654-0468 + 1376 Walter St. #1

Local 704-331-0900 » 2330 Tipton Dr. #800



John Edge’s *94 Boss Showcases the Team Shinoda Look

You’ve got to admit that these real-
ly are the best of times if you're a
Mustang fan. Never has any muscle
car coupled so much power with mod-
ern amenities and clean emissions —
and sold so well to boot! Even so,
there’s one particular SN95 bodystyle
today that's truly a touchstone to
times long past. That breed of pony
‘car can be seen here with this 1994
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Boss Shinoda Mustang owned by
John Edge of Pensacola, Florida.

“‘'m a Ford man from way back
and was brought up around them,”
John said when asked about his car.
“I bought a plastic model of a 94
Boss, built it and had it sitting on my
TV until 1996 when I finally saw one
on a car lot. It had 8,900 miles on it.
That was pretty much it as I decided
I had to buy it no matter what they
wanted for the car.”

Getting his hands on this prize
didn’t do much to curb John's
appetite. In fact, it only got him more
interested in the legacy behind the
car. Briefly told, the original Boss
302 was introduced in 1969 as part of
a major counterattack on Chevrolet
during the muscle car wars of the late
‘60s. Ford was looking to regain dom-
inance of the SCCA Trans-Am circuit
while providing an alternative to the

Camaro Z28 which was quickly gain-
ing popularity. Special graphics cou-
pled with suspension refinements
and a 302 with redesigned cylinder
heads resulted in a pony that was
both nimble and quick. The Boss 429
and 351, each different in their own
right, added to the name to make this
the best series of Mustangs ever.
Although the 1969-70 Boss 302
was a significant muscle car in many
ways, it was only one of the many
notable creations that sprang forth
from the mind of designer Larry
Shinoda. Other cars such as the
Mako Shark Corvette, the 1963
Stingray, the Camaro Z28, and even
the Cougar Eliminator owed their
visual appeal to Shinoda. Before his
death in 1997, Shinoda operated a
design studio in West Bloomfield,
Michigan, and devised an updated
Boss graphics package for the SN95
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Mustang. He also was partly respon-
sible for the very recent 1998 SVT
Super Stallion concept car that
offered a preview of the next Cobra.
It was during this time that John con-
tacted Shinoda about what to do to
turn his car into the kind of late
model Boss that the designer origi-
nally had in mind.

“All the car had was the graphics
on it and that was it.” John said. “I
talked to Larry, sent him pictures of
the car, and he told me what to do to
finish it up. I had everything done,
right down to the original Firehawk
decals which were on the original car.
He even signed the console of my car
before he died.”

Jim Klok, manager of Shinoda
Performance Vehicles, told us more
about John’s car, how it came to be
recognized as an official Boss Shinoda
Mustang and more about the pro-
gram as it stands today.

“This car was originally built as a
regular Mustang with the standard
package,” Jim said. “After Larry
passed away, we decided to allow those
people like John who bought their cars
between 1994 and 1997 to get their
cars certified as a Generation I car.
This means that every piece that
Larry originally designed for the 1994
Boss Mustang is on that car.”

The Generation I designation is for
the 1994-97 cars and includes a five-
piece graphics package for the hood,
Shinoda/Budnick wheels, a matte
black front chin spoiler, a 15-inch
rear spoiler, and a window visor and
rear bumper decal. Generation II
cars (for 1994-2000 Mustangs) come
"in two levels. The entry level kit
includes the graphics package and
other goodies with the most unique
item being a 15-inch rear spoiler with
cup holders so the owner has a place
to put his favorite beverage during a
Saturday night cruise stop. Level II
cars come prepped for extra perfor-
mance to go with their good looks by
way of a Vortech supercharger, over-
sized mass air meter and throttle
body, 18-inch wheels and tires, sus-
pension bolt-ons, and 3.73:1 gearing.

“Dallas Mustang is the only autho-
rized wholesale distributor of
Shinoda Performance parts,” Klok
said when asked how Mustang own-
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ers can transform their cars
into Boss Shinodas. “There
was a three-way agreement
to let them develop the
power while the Shinoda
family and I would work
together to get the correct
appearance and Larry’s
daughter would authorize
the final package before it
would be released to the
public. If you want a new
vehicle, you can go to a Ford dealer,
order the car the way you want it and
tell them to dial (800) MUSTANG
(687-8264). They will make the
arrangements to have a car built in
Dearborn and then it will be shipped
to Dallas. Once they do that, you can
pick your car up. You cannot find one
on a dealership floor. A Shinoda car is
built for the owner.”

At the time of this writing, Jim
advised us that there are only two
authorized Generation I cars and just
a handful of Generation II
cars along with a Boss
Shinoda Ranger and two
Cobra Shinoda Mustangs.
Plans are to expand the
Shinoda program in the
future to include the Ford
Focus and F-150 offerings.

By becoming certified as
the first of the bona fide
Generation I Shinoda

Performance
cars, Edge
received an
underhood
badge, dash
plaque, and

certificate of authenticity which ele-
vates this car into something truly
special.

-Further information on the Boss
Shinoda program can be accessed off
the Web at www.teamshinoda.com or
www.dallasmustangparts.com.
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